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Cover Picture:  South Main Street, Northfield Village, 
March 21, 2008. 

The harsh winter of 2007/2008 not only took a severe toll on 
Northfieldôs roads but also caused some damage in the Villageôs 
utility infrastructure. 

As seen in this photograph, the Water/Sewer crew had to respond to 
a significant water leak in front of the Municipal Building when frost 
caused a coupling between two water pipes to separate. 

During this summer, there will be a major upgrade in the water mains 
from North Main Street to Northfield Falls.  For additional information, 
please see Superintendent of Public Works William Lyonôs annual 
report. 

Photograph courtesy of the Northfield News & Transcript; the 
photographer was Daniel Staples. 
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The Village of Northfield lost one of its most prominent citizens in 2007 with the passing of 
Arthur W. Hambleton. 

Born in Baltimore, Maryland, Art Hambleton graduated from Boys Latin High School and in 
1953 from Johns Hopkins University. He fell in love with the West at graduate school at the 
New Mexico School of Mines and in his surveying work in northern Canada.  

His greatest outdoor adventures were in Vermont, hiking the Long Trail, fly fishing the back 
streams and, at his beloved Wantastiquet Trout Club. His craftsmanship was unparalleled, 
whether it was a roll-top desk, custom table, sailboat or jewelry box extraordinaire, his 
woodworking patience produced artistic gems. His "fly-tying" was every bit an equal joy and 
his expertise shone through.  

Art also was proud to be a part of the NASA team that put man on the moon and his efforts 
were rewarded with the NASA Snoopy Award.  

He had a great admiration for his dad, Waldo who introduced Art to the beauty of the sport 
of track and field, which he coached. Artôs dad brought him to Camp Wihakowi where he 
later met his wife, Libby, and found the state that he loved. 

An early riser, he helped to open up the Red Kettle with his friends at 4 a.m. for many 
years. Some of his closest friends were from the Kettle and the Common Café, his early 
morning cronies.  

He enjoyed singing around the campfire and easily composed new and original verses to 
all the traditional favorites. One of his favorite picnic places was at Bear Mountain and there 
he would sing an original verse about each of the nine grandchildren. He was fond of 
children and animals, especially his two cats, Jack-knife and Snuggles. 

Art served on the Board of Managers for the Senior Center and also delivered Meals on 
Wheels for several years.  He was a member of the Board of Trustees for the Brown 
Library and was the curator for the Northfield Historical Society.   

In recognition of his numerous contributions to the Northfield community, we proudly 
dedicate the 2007 Village Report in memory of Arthur Waldo Hambleton. 
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VILLAGE OF NORTHFIELD 
WARNING 

2008 ANNUAL MEETING 
 
The legal voters of the Village of Northfield, Vermont, are hereby notified and 
warned to meet in the Mary Granai Corrigan Auditorium at the Northfield High 
School on Tuesday, June 3, 2008, at 7:30 oôclock in the evening to hear and act 
upon the following articles (voting for all Australian Ballot elections will be in the 
Lobby of the Northfield High School from seven oôclock in the forenoon until 
seven oôclock in the evening [7:00 AM ï 7:00 PM]): 

 
ARTICLE 1: To elect all requisite officers: Trustee, 3 year seat; Village Clerk, 

one year; Delinquent Tax Collector, one year; Village Moderator, 
one year; Village Treasurer, one year.  (Australian Ballot) 

ARTICLE 2: To hear and act upon the reports of the Village officers. 

ARTICLE 3: Shall the voters authorize that the unused balance in the ñSurvey 

Village Forestò account (approximately $3,000) be transferred to 
the ñRepair Village Clockò account? 

ARTICLE 4: Shall the voters authorize that the unused balance in ñThe Common 

Projectò account (approximately $3,369) be transferred to the 
ñSidewalk-North Side of Commonò account? 

ARTICLE 5: Shall the voters authorize that the unused balance in ñStreet 

Rehabilitationò account (approximately $7,164) be transferred to 
the ñPavingò account? 

ARTICLE 6: Shall the voters authorize an amount not to exceed $25,000 be 

used from surplus to retire the deficit? 

ARTICLE 7: Shall the voters authorize total Village General Fund expenditures 

of $664,750, of which $376,930 will be raised in tax revenues? 

ARTICLE 8: To transact any other non-binding business proper to be brought 

before the Meeting. 

 
Dated at Northfield, Vermont on this 29

th
 Day of April, 2008. 

 
Board of Trustees, Village of Northfield: 
 
APPROVED: 
James Wilson, Chair   Thomas McCarney 
Libby Hambleton, Vice-Chair  Richard Suitor 
Samantha Baraw 

SIGNED: 
Kim Pombar, Village Clerk 
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RULES FOR THE CONDUCT OF THE MEETING 

 
The Vermont Statutes set out a number of the rules for 
the conduct of the municipal meetings.  These are 
summarized below, along with the section numbers of 
the Statutes in which they appear. 

1. Robertôs Rules of Order govern the meeting (17 VSA 2658). 

2. Only registered voters may speak during the meeting (17 
VSA 2656). 

3. An article once decided shall not be considered again during 
the same meeting (17 VSA 2658). 

4. A paper ballot may be taken if the request is supported by 
seven voters (17 VSA 2658). 

5. Action taken under the article ñOther Businessò shall not be 
binding on the Village (17 VSA 2660(d)). 

 
In addition to the above, Robertôs Rules of Order sets 
additional guidelines that will be followed: 

1. All motions and remarks must be addressed to the 
Moderator.  Those wishing to speak must be recognized by 
the Moderator before speaking. 

2. Articles must be moved, seconded, and restated by the 
Moderator before discussion may begin. 

3. An article may be amended and the amendment proposed 
back to the original article. 

4. Debate may be cut off by a two-thirds vote. 

 
Further rules of procedure: 

1. A voter wishing to speak must come to the front of the 
auditorium and use the microphone. 

2. Smoking is not permitted in the auditorium or in the lobby. 

3. Please state your opinions in a courteous manner; we all 
have to live together when this meeting is over! 
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REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES CHAIR 
 
First, The Trustees would like to thank the voters for 
approving the bond vote on Election Day for the water 
project; the Village can now begin construction on Phase 3 
(also known as the ñNorth Phaseò) of the project, which the 
Board approved to do first because of the lack of sufficient 
water pressure in Northfield Falls.  This project will run along 
North Main Street to the Falls and replace the existing 100-
year-old water main with a new and more efficient system. 
Phases 1 and 2 of the project will include the areas south of 
the common and will be coming before the Board for 
consideration in the near future. 

Work on the electric upgrade also is scheduled to begin 
soon.  The existing transformer at the King Street Substation 
will be upgraded and replaced with a larger and more 
efficient transformer and the old transformer will be moved to 
the Norwich University Substation to replace the undersized 
transformer there.  This will allow the Northfield Electric 
Department to provide the necessary electric power needed 
to accommodate the University's construction plans as part 
of its bicentennial celebration in 2019. 

Parking on Garvey Hill from the middle school to the soccer 
field became an issue the Trustees addressed this past year.  
Public hearings and a site visit were held and, as a result, a 
parking ordinance was voted in by the Trustees to limit 
parking to one side of the road to ensure that emergency 
vehicles would have access to the area. 

The Trustees would like to thank Superintendent of Public 
Works Bill Lyon and his staff for the exceptional effort made 
to keep the streets and sidewalks clear and passable this 
past winter, Good Job! This winter has also made it 
necessary for the Board to add additional funds to Village 
highway paving projects. 
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The area north of the wellfield continues to be monitored and 
the latest water tests show no contamination to the aquifer. 
Funding for the Common project was once again denied by 
Vtrans; the Board still feels that this is an important project 
for the community and will reapply for the grant again this 
year. 

This Report contains the financial report for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 2007 and the budget for the fiscal year 
beginning July 1, 2008. The Manager presented the budget 
to the Board and, with some work by all hands, the budget 
was approved for vote.  I believe we are presenting a 
reasonable budget for the voter's consideration. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

James Wilson 
Chair, Board of Village Trustees 
 

REPORT OF THE VILLAGE MANAGER 

 

This proposed Village of Northfield General Fund Budget as 
presented using the current Grand List projects an increase 
in the tax rate of approximately 2 cents. We contract for road 
maintenance with the Town of Northfield and due to extreme 
inclement weather we project a deficit of about $25,000. We 
are asking approval to use surplus funds to cover that deficit 
(Article 6). The average Water Department customer will see 
an increase of approximately $4.83 per month, which 
represents the bond payment for the North Phase of the 
Water System Improvement Project. The Northfield Sewer 
customer should see very little change in rates. We 
anticipate the need for a small increase for the Electric 
Department due to rising costs to purchase power. 

A more detailed explanation of each budget follows: 
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Village General: 

Debt Retirement:  A slight reduction by $2,240. 

Trustees Budget:  A small increase of $540. 

Manager Budget:  An increase of $90. 

Buildings Budget:  This budget is up 16.3%, or $5,390, 
principally due to fuel and electricity costs; most of that is 
recovered through revenue from rent. 

Highway Budget:  This budget is up 6.8%, or $18,100, 
primarily due to increasing fuel costs and road materials.   

Village Capital Improvement Plan: 

Items have been added to establish a long-range Capital 
Improvement Plan and reduce borrowing. Last year we 
added a one-time item for $10,000 to repair the clock on the 
Church steeple. Circumstances changed and the Trustees 
voted to complete that project to coincide with the work the 
church is doing to stabilize the steeple. It came to our 
attention that the Village forests are actually owned by the 
Water Department so we transferred monies previously 
raised under the Village General Fund to survey the forest to 
be used for the clock repairs.  See Article 3. 

The only other new money is $2,000 to be set aside to 
replace the aging furnace in the Municipal Building. 

Village Highway Capital Improvement Plan: 

We are asking for approval to begin a fund to improve the 
Common area beginning with the sidewalks on the north 
side.  Article 4 will ask for approval to use the unused 
balance in the Common project. A scaled-down version of 
the original grant application will be submitted later in 2008. 

Article 5 asks approval to increase spending for paving our 
streets. The monies will be transferred from the ñStreet 
Rehabilitationò line in the CIP. 




